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In just the way 
that single trees become abundant forests,  
our individual actions shape Hokkaido’s future. 

If you look around right now, what kind of greenery can you see?

We live in Hokkaido, a green land whose forests account for one quarter of the 
forestland of the whole of Japan. In per-capita terms, there is one hectare of forest for 
each Hokkaido citizen.  Like elsewhere, however, natural forests in Hokkaido are 
threatened by the global warming that is occurring due to the annual increase in CO2 

emissions. The average per-capita CO2 emissions here are 1.3 times the national 
average. We must conserve our splendid natural environment and confidently pass 
our lands of green on to future generations.

The Hokkaido Toyako Summit, to be held in July 2008, is an opportunity for mankind 
to open a new door to the future. By considering this memorable year to be the first in 
which we begin our environmental actions, we have prepared an Environmental 
Declaration to express the resolution of Hokkaido citizens to think about new practices 
at home, work and as communities. Through joining in efforts to grow verdant forests, 
picking up the garbage around us, paying attention to biomass, wind power and other 
alternative eco-friendly energy sources, we are sure to affect the future of our children 
and grandchildren.

You may feel that what we can do individually is limited, but that is never the case. 
Hokkaido, a land of natural treasure and rich energy resources, is a wonderful island 
with the potential to be a worldwide model for environmental protection at the local 
level. Let’s take the first step, however small, along this road path. We will be sure to 
see ahead of us to the ‘Eco-Island Hokkaido’, where people successfully coexist with 
nature. Now, let us get together under this declaration and deliver our resolution and 
actions to the rest of the world, as well as to our future generations.

April 21, 2008

Harumi Takahashi
Governor of Hokkaido

● Hokkaido is a large island with an area of 83, 456km2, which accounts for 
approximately 22% of Japan’s total land area.

● Hokkaido has four distinct seasons and a refreshing climate owing to its low 
temperatures and humidity.

● About 70% of the island is covered with forests.  Rivers of good water quality are 
abundant in Hokkaido. 

Foreword

As represented in Shiretoko, designated as a World Natural Heritage site, 
Hokkaido has bountiful seas, forests, wetlands, rivers and lakes that serve as 
the habitat of various wildlife species found only in the North.  These are 
our valuable assets that we can boast of to the rest of the world.  

Our ancestors lived in harmony with their natural surroundings by caring 
for these assets based on their wisdom to coexist with nature.  Even now, 
these natural blessings serve as the basis for the comfortable lives of 
Hokkaido citizens and for various industrial activities, primarily agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries. 

However, global warming and other environmental impacts have become 
increasingly obvious, and threaten to significantly damage human life and 
society.  These environmental problems have grave implications for 
Hokkaido and its residents.  

Globally, the annual emission of greenhouse gases, including CO2, is more 
than 2.3 times the total capacity of natural absorbents, such as forests.  We 
must work toward a carbon-free society that does not rely on fossil fuels in 
the future.  It is a pressing need to change our daily lives and activities to 
environmentally friendly ones.  We must start where we can.

Hokkaido is blessed with natural resources, including fresh air, clear water 
and vast forests, as well as renewable energy resources, such as biomass, 
wind, snow and ice.  This island has great potential to create an 
environmentally sound and sustainable society.  

We are determined to preserve and pass-on these precious natural assets 
to future generations, by practicing eco-friendly lifestyles suited to 
Hokkaido at home, at work and in local communities, in order to live in 
harmony with nature while appreciating affluent, comfortable and sound 
lives that the unique climate of Hokkaido has made possible. To express our 
determination to create the Eco-Island Hokkaido under the consensus to all 
citizens, we declare as follows.

Hokkaido Declaration of 
Environmental Conservation
－Making Hokkaido an Eco-Conscious Island－

Data- Hokkaido’s Environment 

［ The Symbols of Hokkaido ］ 

Geographical features and climate of Hokkaido

● Hokkaido has six national parks, including the World Natural Heritage site of 
Shiretoko, five quasi-national parks and 12 prefectural natural parks. 

● Various species of wildlife, including the brown bear and the Blakiston’s fish owl, 
inhabit Hokkaido.

● Hokkaido has 12 wetlands designated under the Ramsar Convention, including 
Kushiro Marsh ‒ Japan’s first Ramsar site. 

Rich, unspoiled natural environment 

Hokkaido’s advantages and potential

Hokkaido has a wealth of natural resources; its per-capita forest area and amount of water resources 
are respectively five and three times larger than those of the national average.

Rich natural resources 

Hokkaido has developed by overcoming unfavorable natural conditions, such as cold winters and 
heavy snowfalls. We Hokkaido citizens have a frontier spirit and an open mind, as well as the wisdom 
and enthusiasm inherited from our ancestors.

Culture and character with potential
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Environmentally conscious agriculture, forestry and fisheries and eco-tourism have been promoted by 
making use of the abundant natural resources.  

Promotion of environmentally friendly industries 

Technologies for more efficient energy use, such as super-insulated and air-tightened northern-type 
houses and the DMV (dual mode vehicle) that runs either on the road or railways, have been 
developed.  Hokkaido is also promoting research and development on the manufacture of 
eco-friendly transportation fuels, such as bioethanol and BDF, which contribute to the reduction of the 
amount of CO2 emitted into the atmosphere. 

Use of technologies suited to Hokkaido

Renewable energy using various biomass resources (forestry and farm products, etc.) and natural 
energy (wind power, snow and ice, natural gases, etc.) are available in Hokkaido. 

Diverse and rich energy resources


